ENGLISH 10 – MR. BERTELSEN
COURSE DESCRIPTION/REQUIREMENTS


The course goals are as follows:
· to communicate thought
· to organize ideas clearly
· to develop and support thoughts and ideas
· to recognize and understand the characteristics of a well-written sentence, paragraph and paper
· to write well-written sentences, paragraphs and papers
· to improve spelling and vocabulary skills
· to identify the parts of speech
· to improve usage and mechanics
· to find the main idea of a written work
· to read with greater comprehension
· to read for enjoyment


Course Description:  This course is a two-semester requirement for English.  Students will study classical, traditional, and modern literature selections; basic grammar, usage and mechanics; spelling and vocabulary; and writing.  One research paper will be required (2nd semester).  Essays on selected readings will be required.

Reading selections will be taken from the following list:

Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer
The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver
Whale Talk/Deadline by Chris Crutcher
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
The Crucible by Arthur Miller
Romeo and Juliet/Hamlet by William Shakespeare
Selected short stories and poetry

*If you or your parents have any questions or concerns about any of the content covered in class, I encourage you to email me, or call me to set up an appointment.  If you are troubled by any of the pieces we read in class, an alternative title can be provided.


Required Materials:
· You will need someplace to keep handouts, notes and assignments.  This can be either a loose leaf folder or a designated place in a three-ring binder.




Extra Credit Policy:  
· From time to time extra credit points will be available.  If a student has any outstanding work, or “0’s” they are not eligible to receive extra credit points.

Grading Policy:
· Grades will be based on the number of total points accumulated.  A rough point breakdown follows:
· Daily assignments and quizzes will usually be worth 25-50 points.
· Writing assignments will usually be worth 50-100 points, depending on the required length of the assignment.
· Exams will be worth 100 points.  The semester exam will be worth 200 points.
· Independent reading will be worth approximately 100 points per quarter (10 points per week).

Late Work
· Completing assignments on time is your responsibility.  Late work is troublesome and a gross waste of time.  All late work will be penalized 20% for each class day late.  If you have a good reason, such as an illness or a family emergency, it is your responsibility to inform me.  I shall decide whether or not the reason is adequate.

Hall Passes:
· Hall passes will be kept to a minimum.  
· Permission to go to your locker for your materials will generally not be granted.
· If there is some kind of emergency, medical or otherwise, see me.


Evaluation:
	Grading will be done on percentages of total points.  

	
Grading Scale:
          		 
98-100		A+			78-79		C+
94-97		A			74-77		C
90-93		A-			70-73		C-
88-89		B+			68-69		D+
84-87		B			64-67		D
80-83		B-			60-63		D-

