Speech

Mr. Bertelsen

Welcome to Speech I; in these next 18 weeks you will be presented with a general survey of the various areas of verbal and nonverbal communication.  You will be introduced to speech theory, public speaking, research and organization, and speech evaluation.

The success of this course will depend on you.  It is your class.  My job is one of initiation, encouragement, guidance, and evaluation.  Your job is largely one of participation in all of the above areas.  The only way you will flunk this course is through your lack of willingness to participate.  The excuse, “I can’t do that,” will not be accepted.  I will ask nothing of you that you can’t do.

The course goals are as follows:

· to communicate thought

· to organize ideas clearly - to think more effectively

· to develop and support your thoughts and ideas

· to understand and recognize the characteristics of responsible and effective speech

· to interpret and evaluate thought

· to relieve some of your inhibitions and develop a wholesome feeling of self-worth

· to achieve increased understanding into your own thought, ideas, values, and feeling

· to gain self-confidence in speaking situations typical of the school and community

· to increase your willingness to receive criticism and guidance for self-improvement

· to increase your ability to give constructive criticism

You should add your own personal goals to these.

#####################################################################################

TESTING:   There will be written exams over the principles discussed in each unit/chapter.

PAPERS:   No formal papers are required; however, outlines, research notes, evaluations, etc. will be handed in.  

LATE WORK:   Completing assignments on time is your responsibility.  Late work is troublesome, but more importantly, it is unfair to your classmates and to yourself and a gross waste of time.  All late work will be penalized 20% for each class day late.  If you have a good reason, such as illness, it is your responsibility to inform me.  I shall decide whether the reason is adequate.

PLAGIARISM:   Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any speech or other work that shows signs of plagiarism will under no circumstances be given a grade other than “F.”  Plagiarism covers not only direct copying of another’s work without acknowledgment (quotation marks and footnotes) that the material is not one’s own work, but also includes “close paraphrase.”  A paraphrase is a statement of another’s thought in one’s own words.  It is frequently useful and even necessary.  “Close paraphrase,” on the other hand, presents the thought in words and sentences so close to those of the source that the tone of the original carries over.
ASSIGNMENTS/UNITS:  Assignments will include various speeches (to inform, to persuade, process speech, speech of introduction, etc.) as well as readings and assignments from the text.  Your participation in class discussions will be a necessary element to this class.  You may also be asked to hand in written evaluations of classroom speeches.
EVALUATION:  Grading will be done on percentages of total points.
